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U.S. SENATE RACE IN ALABAMA , MIAMI 


2 children die; 
meningitis 
suspected at 
daycare center 


m Two boys, ages 2 and 22 months, who attended 
the daycare center at Miami-Dade’s Stephen Clark 
Government Center in downtown Miami have died. 
One was diagnosed with meningitis. 


BY DOUGLAS HANKS 
dhanks@miamiherald.com 


A child at a downtown Miami daycare center has died 
of suspected meningitis and a second toddler died seven 
: days later in a health scare that prompted the closure 
BRYNN ONDERSON!:AP JOHN BAZEMORE /AP : Tuesday of the facility steps away from Miami-Dade 
Republican Roy Moore, left, held an early lead over Democrat Doug Jones in the special election Tuesday evening. ' County’s main government building. 
A 22-month-old boy died on Dec. 3 and was initially 


thought to have pneumonia before the doctor treating the 
child concluded it was meningitis, said Dr. Reynald Jean, 


the head of epidemiology for the state health depart- 
emoi I a ones : ment’s office in Miami-Dade. A second child from YWCA 
_ Carol Glassman Donaldson Center Day Care, a 2-year-old 


boy, died Dec. 10 after being diagnosed with pneumonia, 
Jean said. He said the state hasn’t confirmed either diag- 


© è @ 
: nosis, and that lab tests should soon reveal whether either 
WI l ] |g : child contracted meningitis. 
: “It’s still under investigation,” Jean said. “We’re not 


sure yet if both cases are meningitis. ... It is flu season. 
“We don’t know if the two cases are related. It could be 
a coincidence.” 


m Voters voted across Alabama for a crucial Senate Senate to 51-49. That Late Tuesday afternoon, workers wearing protective 
BY KIM CHANDLER: seat after a strange and scandal-stained election imperils already-uncertain gloves were seen wiping playground equipment outside 
BY STEVE PEOPLES campaign that tested the limits of party loyalty. Republican tax, budget hié daycare center and blocks inside the center. 
Bane . : , and health proposals and Four days after the first child died, parents at the center 
Moore despite a litany of the president and a fresh injects tremendous energy > received a letter from the state saying a child at the facil- 
MIDLAND CITY, ALABAMA sexual misconduct allega- wound for the nation’s into the Democratic Par- ity “was recently diagnosed with pneumococcal meningi- 
In a stunning victory tions. already divided Repub- ty’s early push to reclaim tis.” The Dec. 7 letter did not mention the child had died. 
aided by scandal, Demo- It was the first Demo- lican Party. House and Senate major- -Jean said state medical staff met with parents at the cen- 
crat Doug Jones won Ala- cratic Senate victory ina The victory by Jones, a ter the day the letter was issued. 
bama’s special Senate quarter-century in Alaba- former U.S. attorney best SEE ALABAMA, 2A_ : “We told them the child had passed,” Jean said. “But 
election on Tuesday, beat- ma, one ofthe reddest of known for prosecuting two they already knew about it.” 
ing back history, an em- red states, and proved Ku Klux Klansmen respon- } E The YWCA closed the daycare center Tuesday, and 
battled Republican oppo- anew that party loyaltyis sible for Birmingham’s statements from regulators and county officials said the 
nent and President Don- anything but sure in the infamous 1963 church GOP draws closer on tax deal, 10A : 
ald Trump, who urgently age of Trump. It was a bombing, narrows the Trump says female senator ‘would do SEE DEATHS, 2A 


endorsed GOP rebel Roy major embarrassment for GOP advantage inthe U.S. anything’ for campaign funds, 10A 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
Mas brothers join Beckham bid in shake-up 
that sees top partner exit Miami MLS venture 


BY MICHELLE KAUFMAN m David Beckham gains Jorge and Jose Mas as partners Beckham’s bid for a Miami 
mkaufman@miamiherald.com while losing his main backer, L.A. Dodgers co-owner soccer team is on the verge of 
BY DOUGLAS HANKS Todd Boehly, in his bid for a Major League Soccer entering its fifth year. 
dhanks@miamiherald.com stadium in Miami. In losing Boehly, Beckham 


parted with the latest in a 
venture, according to several sion franchise in Miami for the series of would-be top inves- 


The investors behind David sources close to the talks. deeply discounted price of $25 tors: the co-owner of the Los 
Beckham’s bid for a Miami News of the shake-up comes million. The discount, attached Angeles Dodgers was slated to 
soccer stadium have under- days before the Beckham to Beckham’s MLS contract as be the majority owner and 
x : gone a significant shake-up, group hopes to finally win its marquee player when he controlling partner in 
C.M. GUERRERO EL NUEVO HERALD/File, May 8,204 with majority partner Todd approval from Major League joined the Los Angeles team a 
The group led by David Beckham has Boehly out and Miami moguls Soccer owners to grant the decade ago, has been a stick- 
secured a 9-acre stadium site in Overtown. Jorge and Jose Mas joining the retired soccer star an expan- ing point with some owners as SEE MLS, 4A 


MOODY’S BOND RATING AGENCY 


Report: Climate-change risk could be cost to taxpayers 


m Leaving the growing risk of climate change unaddressed is going counties and cities, which have it gets,” said Fernando Casa- 
BY ALEX HARRIS to hurt municipal and government credit scores, says the bond already invested in or are plan- mayor, Miami’s assistant city 
aharris@miamiherald.com rating agency Moody’s in a new report. That means that cities or ning projects to adapt to the manager and chief financial 
states ignoring the issue now will face high interest rates when they threat of rising seas, are making officer. “It'll take a lot more duct 
Waiting to address climate borrow money down the road — and taxpayers will pick up the tab. moves to offset what amounts to tape and bubble gum, but you'll 
change could cost taxpayers in a hidden cost of climate change. still have to fix it anyway.” 
coastal cities — particularly in rating agency Moody’sinanew billions — for civil works projects Miami Beach has famously in- Outside of South Florida, 
highly vulnerable Florida—ina report. That means that cities or that will be needed to keep sea vested nearly half a billion dol- where a handful of counties have 
way that not even the most pro- states now ignoring the issue level rise from inundating lars in pumps and road raising, 
gressive resiliency planners have could face higher interest rates streets, homes and businesses in and Miami voters just approved SEE MOODY'S , 4A 
considered. when they borrow money down Florida in coming decades. the $400 million Miami Forever 
Leaving the growing risk of the road. And, according to long- Guess who is going to pick up bond to address issues like sea b 
rising seas unaddressed is going term climate projections, they that extra cost of those bonds? level rise. NOAA releases a stark report on Arctic 
to hurt municipal and govern- will need to borrow a lot of it — Taxpayers. “The longer you wait to fix warming, 12A 
ment credit scores, says the bond hundreds of millions, maybe So far, some South Florida your problem the more expensive 
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